MODERN  TIMES

In consequence, Richelieu incurred their mortal
hatred and they vowed that he should die. Ten times
their plots came within an ace of success.

It was only by a series of miracles that the Cardinal
escaped assassination. But it argued a very imperfect
knowledge of the man to suppose that it was possible
to subdue his courage. Relying with confidence on the
support of his royal master, he never relaxed his severity
in any matters that threatened to compromise the
sovereignty of his lord the King, or the safety of the
Realm.

Until his dying day, he was forced to go on fighting;
but the last word was with him, and the head of Cinq-
Mars was, if one may so express it, the winning trick in
the long contest between the great nobles and the Crown,
a contest in which the former were vanquished without
any hope of raising their heads again for many a day
to come.

Even in these days a descendant of one of these noble
families will often be heard to say, 'My family had two
chateaux; one was destroyed by Richelieu, the other by
the Revolutionaries'.

Side by side with the work of bringing the greater
nobles to heel, Richelieu continued to pursue the task
of crushing the Huguenots, who aimed at nothing short
of the disruption of the kingdom. The whole work of
monarchical consolidation and national expansion, to
which the Bishop of Lucon had set his hand, was threat-
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